
6th Grade ELA 

Summer Reading  

 
           August 8 (A-Day) / August 9 (B-Day) 

 
Book Jacket Challenge 

 

Summer reading for Language Arts will include two required readings. 
 

1) Because of Mr. Terupt by Rob Buyea 

(ISBN-13: 978-0385738828) 

You will be taking a quiz over the novel through Schoology that 

must be completed by the second day of school. Once you have 

completed the novel and are ready to take the quiz, you must message me through Schoology 

in order for the quiz to be opened. This quiz must be taken before 8 AM on the first day of 

school, or the quiz will be regarded as late. 

 

What is Schoology? 

You will need to sign-up for an account at www.schoology.com. This is an online 

program we will be using during the school year, and the summer is a perfect time for you to 

become familiar with the system. I will be posting your quiz, helpful links, and other items to 

the page throughout the summer. You must create an account in order to have access to these 

materials. You will need the access code P95NX-ZBS84 to connect to the correct course. I will 

be posting instructions on my website under the summer reading folder just in case, or feel free 

to e-mail me if issues occur. 

 

2) Smile by Raina Telgemeier (ISBN-13: 978-0545132060) 

Congratulations on your new position as a book jacket designer for the Summer Printing 

Press! You'll be very happy at Summer Printing Press as you work to design a phenomenal book 

jacket. You will work to design a book jacket for the novel Smile by Raina Telgemeir for 

prospective readers. You will create a book jacket that will persuade prospective readers to pick 

up the novel. Your final product will be assessed by how well you incorporate important ideas 

in your summaries (Criterion A – Analyzing), organize your ideas (Criterion B – Organizing), and 

how well you use language (Criterion D – Using Language). 

 

 

 

Remember, these will be your first grades of the semester. Have fun and if you have any 

questions, please feel free to email me at avanderpool@uplifteducation.org. I am looking 

forward to a great 2017-2018 school year!

Due:      ____________________________ 

http://www.schoology.com/


Your book jacket must contain the following: 
 

 Include the cover 
 Author's name 
 Title of the book 
 Eye-catching and original illustration that leaves no white paper showing and 

reflects an important part of the book. 
 This picture should reflect the main problem in the story along with 

having the main character (or characters) included. 
 Name and ELA class period 

 
 
 

 Include Inside Back (Left) Flap 
 A three-paragraph summary of the book 
 Summary must include the main characters, setting, problem, solution, and 

theme of the book. DO NOT reveal the ending. Try to hook readers into wanting 
to read this book.  

 
 
 
Include Inside Front (Right) Flap 

 Three paragraphs which make three different text connections 
 Text-to-text (1 paragraph) 
 Text-to-self (1 paragraph) 
 Text-to-world (1 paragraph)  

 
 
 
Include on the Back 

 Two paragraphs about the part of the book you liked the best or least and why.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* An exemplar example of the project is attached. 
** Your assignment may be typed, however, the illustration must be drawn by hand. 
*** You will need to attach your MYP rubric to turn in with your project. 



Name: ________________________________ 

Date: ____________ 

Period: ____________ 
 

Book Jacket MYP Rubric 

 

Comments:  

Criterion 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 

Criterion A: 
Analyzing 

i. attempts to identify and comment 
upon significant aspects of texts 

i. satisfactorily identifies and 
comments upon significant aspects 
of texts 

i. thoughtfully identifies and 
comments upon significant aspects 
of texts 

i. identifies and comments upon 
significant aspects of texts in a 
sophisticated manner 

Criterion B: 
Organization 

ii. attempts to organize opinions and 
ideas in a logical manner  

ii. satisfactorily organizes opinions 
and ideas in a logical manner  

ii. thoughtfully organizes opinions 
and ideas in a logical manner  

ii. organizes opinions and ideas in a 
sophisticated manner 

Criterion D: 
Using 
Language 

i. attempts to use appropriate and 
varied vocabulary, sentence 
structures, and forms of expression 
 
ii. attempts to write in an 
appropriate register and style 
 
iii. attempts to use correct grammar, 
syntax and punctuation 
 
iv. attempts to spell and write with 
accuracy 

i. satisfactorily uses appropriate 
and varied vocabulary, sentence 
structures, and forms of 
expression 
 
ii. satisfactorily writes in an 
appropriate register and style 
 
iii. satisfactorily uses correct 
grammar, syntax and punctuation 
 
iv. satisfactorily spells and writes 
with accuracy 

i. thoughtfully uses appropriate 
and varied vocabulary, sentence 
structures, and forms of 
expression 
 
ii. thoughtfully writes in an 
appropriate register and style 
 
iii. thoughtfully uses correct 
grammar, syntax and punctuation 
 
iv. thoughtfully spells and writes 
with accuracy 

i. uses appropriate and varied 
vocabulary, sentence structures, and 
forms of expression in a sophisticated 
manner 
 
ii. writes in an appropriate register and 
style in a sophisticated manner 
 
iii. uses correct grammar, syntax and 
punctuation in a sophisticated manner 
 
iv. spells and writes with accuracy in a 
sophisticated manner 



 

Inside Back Flap 

 
The Hunger Games takes place in a 

nation known as Panem. The nation 

consists of the wealthy Capitol and 

twelve surrounding, poorer districts 

united under the Capitol’s control. 

District 12, where the book begins, is 

located in the coal-rich region that was 

formerly known as Appalachia. 

 

As punishment for a past rebellion 

against the Capitol, one boy and one 

girl between the ages of 12 and 18 

from each district are selected by an 

annual lottery to participate in the 

Hunger Games, an event in which the 

participants, the “tributes”, must fight to 

the death in an outdoor arena 

controlled by the Capitol, until only one 

individual remains. 

 

The story is narrated by 16-year-old 

Katniss Everdeen, a girl from District 

12 who volunteers for the 74th annual 

Hunger Games. The male tribute 

chosen from District 12 is Peeta 

Mellark. Although Katniss survives the 

ordeal in the arena and is treated to a 

hero’s welcome in the Capitol, Katniss 

is warned by Haymitch, her mentor, 

that she has now become a political 

target after defying her society’s 

authoritarian leaders so publicly. The 

novel tackles issues like severe 

poverty, starvation, oppression, and 

the effects of war among others. 

Back Cover 

 

 
My least favorite part of the novel is 

when I learned what an Avox was. I 

was completely and utterly shocked by 

the fact that the Capitol had someone’s 

tongue cut from their mouth simply 

because they had broken a law. It was 

never specified in the novel what 

constituted as an act so great that it 

resulted in having your tongue cut. I 

didn’t enjoy the ambiguity Collins 

created in this portion of the novel. 

 

In America, people break laws all of 

the time! I couldn’t imagine a world in 

which people lost their tongue because 

they broke a law. I’ve witnessed people 

steal from local grocery stores, running 

stop signs, tossing their used trash on 

the ground. What if every one of these 

people lost their tongue due to their 

careless acts? That seems a tad bit 

extreme if you ask me. 

                                                        B
o

o
k

 S
p

in
e

                                                         

T
h

e
 H

u
n
g

e
r G

a
m

e
s
                     S

u
z
a
n

n
e

 C
o

llin
s
                           S

c
h

o
la

s
tic

 P
re

s
s
 

Front Cover 

 

The Hunger Games 
Suzanne Collins 

Ms. Vanderpool 

1A 

Insider Front Cover Flap 
 

Text-to-Text 

This novel reminds me of The Giver by Lois 

Lowry. In The Hunger Games, Katniss is 

faced with a similar situation as Jonas from 

The Giver. Katniss realizes there is a 

problem with the way things work in the 

Capitol, and she is eager to fix it herself. 

Much like Katniss, Jonas realizes his 

community is not so perfect after all, and he 

meticulously tries to solve the problem 

himself. Both characters are tenacious in 

their undying effort to make things right. 

 

Text-to-Self 

Like Katniss, I did not grow up with many of 

the luxuries other kids my age had. I had to 

make the most of what little I was given. I 

learned to be resourceful, think critically, and 

apply my knowledge to new situations. 

Katniss was resourceful in that she hunted 

for her own food, she knew the angle of the 

Capitol, and she used her knowledge from 

her district in the games. I think this made 

both Katniss and I stronger people in the 

long run because we are able to make the 

best of every unfortunate situation that was 

thrown at us. 

 

Text-to-World 

This novel reminds me of Charles Darwin’s 

theory regarding survival of the fittest. 

Darwin believed only the fittest, or best, 

species would survive in the wild, and 

therefore, they would continue to outlive their 

weaker counterparts. Much like Darwin’s 

theory, the games are organized in a way 

where only the fittest survive. It is almost as 

if Collins took Darwin’s theory and twisted it 

into a darker version of her own creation. I 

wonder how Darwin would feel about the 

outcome of this novel. 


